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*In early 2022, the Best for Babies program changed its name to the Pierce County Early Childhood Court.



Evelyn* entered foster
care when she was
less than a week old.

She came to the home of Mike and
Claire and their two kids, a 19-year-
old son and a daughter who is a few
years older than Evelyn. The family
wanted to build and maintain strong
relationships with Evelyn’s parents,
Chloe and Tim, so they arranged for
family visits every couple of weeks.

With children so young, the grown-ups
wondered how everyone should refer
to each other. The kids figured it out
right away and the four parents agreed
with their idea. Foster mom Claire
became “Mom,” and foster dad Mike
was “Dad Dad.” Evelyn’s mom Chloe
was “Tummy Mommy,” and her dad
Tim was “Dad.” “We’re just really open
about all of that,” explained Mike.

That openness carried the family for
years as they all worked together to
reunite Evelyn with Chloe and Tim.
Chloe participated in Family Treatment
Court and both Claire and Mike wrote
positive letters of support for her. They
stayed connected via phone, in-person
visits, and even spent holidays together

in Claire and Mike’s home. One year
Tim’s mom flew to town from the
East Coast for Christmas and wanted

to cook the family meal, so Claire and
Mike happily turned their kitchen over
to her for the day.

After two years of everyone working
hard to reunify Evelyn with Chloe

and Tim, her case ultimately turned
toward adoption. Mike and Claire
adopted her with a commitment to
maintain connections with Chloe and
Tim. Mike and Claire’s goal is that no
one feels disconnected or like there is
some mystery in their lives. “We just
want openness,” Mike said.

Foster care is a journey, and like so
many people who decide to foster,
Claire and Mike’s path didn’t start at
openness. At first, Claire and Mike
wanted to grow their family via
adoption. But soon after beginning
the process with Amara and attending
foster care trainings, they learned that
the need for temporary, loving foster
homes for children is far greater than
they knew. “Once you start finding out
the numbers of kids needing foster
homes, you wonder, what if we could
just help someone?” said Mike.

Once people learn about the needs of
children in the child welfare system,
they can shift from thinking “I want a
baby. That’s what | want.” to ‘How can
| help?”” added Claire.

The couple credit the comprehensive
and individualized support they
received from their Amara
caseworker Kelli* for helping them
every step of the way. Kelli described
the couple’s shift in thinking as “a big
180-degree transformation.”

Today, Evelyn is thriving and about to
enter kindergarten. She adores all the
people and pets in her big family. She
loves riding her bike with her sister, art,
and playing games. She and her family
are moving forward together with a
spirit of openness and gratitude for all
the new relationships they built as part
of this journey. As Claire summed it up:
“You're not just fostering a child, you’re
fostering a family.”

*Names have been changed
to protect privacy.



FINANCIALS

Contributions & Foundations
PROFIT & LOSS January - December 2021

- Contracts
REVENUES [ ] In-Kind Contributions
Contributions & Foundations $1,722,286 - Lease Revenue
Contracts $2,544,778
In-Kind Contributions $39,064 I:I Net Investment Income
Lease Revenue $55,293

=

Net Investment Income $154,049 |:| Othe
Other $285,276
TOTAL REVENUES $4,800,746
EXPENSES
Programs $3,434,411 Programs

Management & General $169,068
Fundraising $670,715

TOTAL EXPENSES $4,275,094
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Management & General

Fundraising
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Hillary Carey
Claudia Miller Sara Wong
Juan Cotto President
Cathy Pew, M.D.
Ben Danielson, M.D. Secretary Peter Woodward
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THANK YOU AMARA SUPPORTERS!

Thank you to all our donors,

volunteers, and supporters who 8 =
made our impact in 2021 possible. \ &
As our entire world struggled

with the continued effects of the

pandemic, your commitment to

Amara helped us provide stability

and assistance to families facing

some of the most stressful times
of their lives.
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Amara is committed to positive long-term
outcomes for children and families.

We drive systemic change, promote healing, and advance racial and
LGBTQIA+ equity by offering programs and services to families engaged in
foster care, and to adoptees and families, post-adoption.
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Tacoma Seattle
3501 104th St. East 5907 MLK Jr. Way S. ara

Tacoma, WA 98446 Seattle, WA 98118

£ ] @theamarafamily amarafamily.org





